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that somebody had deserted to the Tories after
promising that he would always stand by the
Whigs. "I advise my young men," Walpole said,
"never to use always," He had the true political tem-
perament, which makes it possible for a man to be at
once intrepid and circumspect. No statesman ever ad-
hered more consistently to all the great articles of his
creed; but, as Hervey says, " he had been too long
conversant in business not to know that in the fluctua-
tion of human affairs and variety of accidents to which
the best concerted schemes are liable, they must often
be disappointed who build on the certainty of the most
probable events; and therefore seldom turned his
thoughts to the provisional warding off future evils which
might or might not happen,; or the scheming of remote
advantages, subject to so many intervening crosses; but
always applied himself to the present occurrence, studying
and generally hitting upon the properest method to
improve what was favourable, and the best expedient
to extricate himself out of what was difficult." Satis-
fied that he was striving for some broad and honest end,
ho was not always rigorous as to means. "He durst do
right^ says his son, ""but h& durst do wrong too," Grave and
many are the dangers of the courage to do wrong; yet,
on the whole, Walpole must be pronounced to have got
discredit for more wrong than ho ever did.

The accusation that Walpole was intensely wedded to
power, is so little grave as hardly to be an accusation at
all, Any man with conscious faculty of strength, and a
love of the active business of government, is naturally
wedded to power. It may be said that Fox and Burke
were strong men, and yet were free from the covetous*great  reluctance,"     lie   was  toldon to his solid, and they
